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To: Secretaries/CEO’s of Unions and Regional Associations in Membership  
 
From: Hugh H. Penman 
 General Manager/ Secretary  
__________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
Date: 1 October 2002 
 No. of Pages  2 (including cover page) 
__________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 

RULING OF THE DESIGNATED MEMBERS 
 
The FPR (Portuguese Rugby Union) has requested a ruling with regard to the 
following point of Law: 
 
Law 13: Kick-off and Restarts 
 
According to Law 13.9, if the ball goes directly into touch at the kick-off  (or restart 
kick), the opposing team has 3 choices:  
 
- to have the ball kicked off again, or  
- to have a scrum at the centre and they have the throw -in, or  
- to accept the kick  
 
If they accept the kick, the line-out is on the half - way line. If the ball is blown behind 
the half-way line and goes directly into touch, the line - out is at the place where it 
went into touch.   
 
At the kick - off or at a restart kick, team A kicks the ball directly into touch, without 
the ball ever having crossed or reached the opposing team’s 10-metre line.  
 
Does team B still have the 3 options available in Law 13.9, or does Law 13.8 prevail?  
 
It was our understanding and interpretation of the Law that the opposing team (team 
B, in this case) would always have the 3 options available, especially if, due to the 
effect of the wind or due to a terrible kick, or any other reason, the ball was 
blown/went directly into touch behind the half-way line. The throw-in would be at the 
place where the ball crossed the touch-line / where the ball went into touch.  
 
Could you please clarify this situation? 
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RULING 
 
The Designated Members of the Laws Committee have ruled as follows: 
 
Law 13.9 is not influenced by the ball not travelling 10 metres.  If the ball goes 
directly into touch, the opposing team have the three options in Law.  The fact 
that the ball did not go ten metres is immaterial. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Hugh H.Penman 
General Manager/Secretary 
 


